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different Danish, Swedish and German ports. This
cruise, by the way, displeased the Kaiser particularly,
and gave ri^c to comments that were far from courteous,
on the part of the German Press.
Emperor William's visit to Copenhagen, or rather to
the Chateau of Bernstorff, where the Royal Family was
In residence, was understood to be of a private character,
and consequently there was no occasion for the foreign
diplomatic corps to meet him. I was therefore very
much astonished when the German Minister, Herr von
Schoen (afterwards Ambassador at St. Petersburg,
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, finally, Am-
bassador at Paris \vhen war was declared in 1914)? came
to tell me that the Emperor wished to see me; he added
that, as no similar invitation had been extended to any
other member of the diplomatic corps, I wras requested
to say nothing about it to my colleagues. In my efforts
to discover the reason for being honoured in a manner
so exclusive, I could not, of course, imagine that the
Kaiser considered me as the representative of a new and
precious ally whom he flattered himself to have acquired
at Bjorkoe ; I came to the conclusion that the Czar had
spoken to him of my probable appointment to Berlin,
and that he was curious to know something about me
beforehand. I had never met Emperor William, and
the prospect of a conversation with him, I confess, pro-
foundly impressed me.
The audience took place at night, in the German
JUgatioii* and was attended with a certain air of mystery.
It wa$ to this conversation that the Kaiser alluded in a
which he addressed to the Czar on his return to
the znd of August, 1905, and in which life gave
tcoowt of ids stay in Denmark. I will recite this
wit&out abridgment: